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St. Pius X/St. Leo School 
6905 Blondo Street     551-6667     
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St. Leo Parish 
Office Hours 
 Monday-Friday: 
 8:30am - 5:00pm  
Bulletin Deadline 
 Monday 12:00noon for the 

following Sunday 
 

Sacramental Life 
Mass Schedule 
 Saturday: 5:30pm 
 Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am, 
 11:00am, 12:45pm, 5:30pm 
 Monday-Friday: 6:40am, 8:00am 
Reconciliation 
 Saturday 4:00-5:00pm, and by 

appointment 
Weddings 
 Contact church at least 6 months 

in advance 
Baptism 
NEXT BAPTISM CLASSES 
Pre-register for 2 Sessions, call the 
office or visit www.stleo.net and look 
for the link Sacraments. 
Sundays 10am-Noon 
1) Feb. 6 2)  Feb. 13 
NEXT BAPTISM MASS 
5:30pm, Saturday, January 22 
9:00am, Sunday, February 20 
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Parish Financial Update  
Fiscal Year July 1, 2010-June 30, 2011 

Donations Received January 2, 2011 
Sunday & Holy Day Envelopes 

$30,142.05 
Plate Collection 

$1,524.75 
Total Sunday Contributions 

$31,666.80 
 

Our per Sunday goal is $29,803.92 
Fiscal Year to Date Deficit: ($-20,846.40) 

 

Building Fund: $887.00 
New Pew Fund to Date: $48,637.00 

St. Vincent de Paul: $592.00 
Christmas Collection to Date: 

$105,170.44 
Seminary Fund to Date: $50.00 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

 
Please see page 9 for the Second 

Quarter Financial Report for  
St. Leo Parish. 

Deacons  
Jerry Steenson 

George Knockenhauer 

Ira Miller 

Rennie terKuile 

Jim Shipman 

Parish Staff 
Kelly Barth, Director of Liturgy & Music 

Betsy Bridgeford, Business Manager 

Sue Doty, Director of Religious Education 

John Gencarelli, Director of Youth & 

  Young Adult Ministries 

Sr. Ann Marie Petrylka, Pastoral Minister 

Mike Short, Custodian/Maintenance 

Dina Turco, Parish Secretary 
 

Parish Council  
Rita Berthelsen, President 

Jack Couch, Vice President 

Jeff Miller, Treasurer 

Mary Bayne, Secretary 

Cathy Ehlinger, APC Delegate 

Father Harryõs òBusenessó 
Today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. Iõd like to 
share a reflection on this very important day.  
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 A lot of times, as people grow up, they have a role 
that they play as part of their life. It's easy to recall 
some of the names that were used to describe certain 
folks in school: the class clown, the teacher's pet, the good girl, the "bad" 
girl, the bully, the class nerd, etc. For good or ill, each of these persons 
was thought of as just a little bit out of the norm, and so the rest of the 
class gave them an identity (or maybe they took it on themselves). When 
you go to a class reunion ten or twenty-five years later, the temptation is 
to view that person in the same light, even though they may have turned 
out very different. That happened recently, in which a person who was 
not exactly a stellar student ended up becoming a very successful 
businessman and has now retired fully ten years before anyone else in 

the class is even approaching standard 
retirement age. 
 In the Gospel today, Jesus is 
revealed with an identity. He is the 
beloved Son, with whom the Father is 
well pleased. As Son of the Father he 
will redeem the world and reconcile 
humankind to its Creator, putting an 
end to the ancient enemy, death, 
through his own dying and rising. That 
message of salvation and the telling of 
the story of Jesus' life, miracles, 
teachings, and saving acts is recounted 
not just by Matthew, who wrote down 
today's Gospel, but by Christians 
throughout the ages in their preaching 
and their lives. 
 In promoting vocations this Sunday, 
the church invites us to be aware that 
the work of spreading the good news 

continues to this day. Jesus went from his baptism in the Jordan to call his 
disciples to follow him and to spread his message. That call continues in 
our day, for some as priests, deacons, or religious, and for the rest as 
people who share the story of Christ's love. 
©2010 Liturgical Publications Inc 

 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like communion and/
or visitation, please contact the parish 
office, 397-0407. 
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Question of the  

Week  
This weekõs focus: 

This is My Beloved Son 
 

Question for Children: What 
can I do this week to bring 
peace into my family?  
 
Question for Youth & Adults: In 
what ways has the Holy Spirit 
helped me bring peace and 
justice into the world?  

 

In Loving Memory  
Please remember in your 
prayers those who have been 
born into eternal life, especially 
John Bartek, husband of Diane 
Bartek; John Sullivan, husband 
of Virginia Sullivan and father 
of Mark Sullivan; Esther Cross, 
grandmother of Tina Lindberg; 
and for Paul McCollum, father 
of Anne Houlihan. 
 

++++++  
 

May their souls and the souls of 
the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 

St. Leo Prayer Line  
Call the following with  

prayer requests: 
Jane M. (9am-5pm) 391-8826 
Kathy L. (5pm-9pm) 391-4249 
The Parish Office (9am-5pm)  

397-0407 
OR  

You can enter your petitions in the 
book located in the Commons. 

Generations of Faith  
A process of whole parish catechesis where everyone  
in the parish learns and celebrates together. 

Welcome one another, then, as Christ 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

Romans 15:7 

Welcoming in the Omaha Community.  

Mark your new calendars with  
these important 2011 dates 
Womenõs Retreat - Saturday March 12 

8:30am to 1:00pm   Lunch included   Sr. Ginny Silvestri, OSM 
  

Menõs Retreat - Saturday March 19 
8:30am to noon    Fr. Kevin Schneider, SJ 

  

Parish Mission - March 28-30 
Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ & Sr. Bernadette OõReilly 

St. Pius X Parish Cookbook For Sale! 
Check out Father Buseõs Italian Tortellini Soup and World Famous 
Chili recipes and over 900 other recipes  in the St. Pius Parish 
Family Favorites Cookbook. The cookbook will be available to 
purchase after all morning Masses on Sunday, January 23 and 
daily at the St. Leo Parish office.  Price:  $18.00. 

 
 
Keenagersñ-Mark your Calendars! On Tuesday, Jan. 11th, 

join us at St. Leoõs for an afternoon of board games and cards from 
1:00pm to 3:00pm. Please bring a snack to share. RSVP 397-0407 or 
sam@stleo.net. 

Big CARE News! 
Target Stores are now participating in our CARE program. We now 

have Target CARE in increments of $25 and $100. Stop by the office 
to pick yours up. We have several other merchants as well, so check 
the list out on page 9 for the great variety we have. We purchase the 
certificates at a discount and then sell them at face value. All profit 
goes to the school.  Thanks for your support. 
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Readings for the Week of  
January 9, 2011 

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 
  10:34-38/Mt 3:13-
  17 
Monday: Heb 1:1-6/Mk 
  1:14-20 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Mk 
  1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Mk 
  1:29-39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Mk 
  1:40-45 
Friday:  Heb 4:1-5, 11/Mk 
  2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Mk 
  2:13-17 
Next Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6/1 Cor 
  1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34 
 
©Liturgical Publications Inc 

Religious Formation  
§ On Tuesday, January 11, at 7:00pm we welcome our 

7th graders of the parish and their parents/guardians to 
a special gathering for a rite of enrollment into the final 
preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation. These 
young people will be confirmed on December 4, 2011. At 
this meeting we will explain the many different formation 
opportunities for the young people and their families and end with 
the prayer of enrollment in which they each receive a youth Bible to 
use in their formation now and through high school and college. 
Please remember these youth and their families in your prayers.    

 
 
§ We encourage anyone in the parish to help us raise 

money for EPS, Essential Pregnancy Service, our Large 
Group Project for the month. Please send donations to 
the Parish office. 

 
 

§ On Wednesday, January 26th we will have a Baby 
Shower to benefit EPS.  Feel free to drop baby items 
off at the office Sunday through Wednesday of that 
week.  This is a wonderful service project for the entire 
family! 

Q: At my grandson's baptism, the priest put a bib on the 

baby. I do not remember seeing this before. Why is this done? Is 
it something new? 
 

A: When adults are baptized, there is a part in the cere-

mony when the newly baptized are vested in a white garment. It 
is symbolic of the changes that baptism brings in the life of the 
baptized as they are freed from the bonds of sin and brought 
into the saving grace of Christ. Realities that are so profound 
are symbolically presented so that we might better grasp and 
understand them. 
Infants are often dressed in a baptismal dress, which is the bap-
tismal garment. In some places, the bib is used as a kind of bap-
tismal garment. At the place in the ceremony where the investi-
ture takes place, the bib is used. Some are poncho-like and fit 
over the baby's head. Others are simply placed on the baby's 
chest. If the baby is dressed in a white garment, nothing else is 
needed. The prayer says it all: "See in your white garment the 
outward sign of your Christian dignity...bring that dignity un-
stained into the everlasting life of heaven." In baptism, we are 
given our purpose and goal in life as believers and this is sym-
bolized by the white garment. 
©2009 Liturgical Publications Inc 

St. Leo News 
The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry has made, 
and given out, 
hundreds of Prayer 
Shawls for those 
needing to be 
reminded of the 
prayers of our 
parish for them. 
We have heard 
back from many who have 
received a shawl.  They tell us how 
this "God Hug" has helped them 
get through a rough time, 
strengthened them in a time of 
need, warmed them as they 
recovered from surgery or illness.  
     If you want to give to a worthy 
cause, this ministry could use funds 
to purchase fleece and 
yarn.  Donations can be sent to the 
parish office or given in the 
Sunday collection at Mass.  Please 
put the donation in an envelope 
and mark it clearly "For Prayer 
Shawl Ministry."  We ask that 
those taking prayer shawls give a 
donation of $10 to $20 to help us 
cover costs.  Please help us 
continue this precious ministry of 
care and prayer.    God Bless 
you!    
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òConnectionsó High School Youth 
 

Make a Connection! òConnectionsó is a weekly gathering for all 
9-12th Grade Students.  It is an opportunity to meet people, 
learn about our faith, discuss relevant issues, and have fun!  The 
atmosphere is casual and all are welcome! For more information, 
please contact John Gencarelli at john@stleo.net or 397-0407. 

 

January 9: No òConnectionsó tonight. Enjoy your Sunday. See you next week. 
 

January 14-17: Theology of the Body for Teens Retreat. All high school students 
are invited to attend. Using a great mix of stories, real-life examples, activities, 
prayers, and references to the culture that teens understand, Theology of the 
Body for Teens answers the questions teens have about their own bodies, 
issues ...on sexual morality, and how they were uniquely created for greatness.  
Registration forms are available through the office. Deadline to register is 
TODAY. 
 

January 16: òConnectionsó meets from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Join us for a night of 
food, fun, and friends. 
 

January 15-17: Teens Encounter Christ Weekend - If you are a junior, senior or 
college student, you are invited to a dynamic three-day retreat called TEC.  TEC 
is a high energy, youth-focused, spirit-directed faith experience at the 
Archdiocesan Retreat and Conference Center. The cost is $60, but scholarships are 
available. Call John Gencarelli for registration forms. 
 

January 23: Youth Leadership Team Meeting in room W-2 from 1:30 to 4:00 pm 
 

January 23: òConnectionsó meets from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. A special presentation 
will happen during dinner on The Hidden Massacre of Whiteclay, Nebraska that 
Creighton Prep students are involved in. Then onto the rest of the night! 

 òCount Onó Prayer 

 

We try to teach young people to pray 
daily, but sometimes we try to give 
them what I like to call òyouth ministry 
styleó prayers. Hereõs one you can 
count on. 
 

The following prayer can be used as a 
table prayer or a night prayer as a 
family. 
 

As promised, here is òPraying with a 
deck of Cardsó. Spread out a deck of 
cards face-down (so you canõt see the 
numbers) on the floor or a table, and 
pick 3-4 cards from the deck. If you 
want to do this with your family, have 
everyone pick 3-4 cards. Depending 
on the card number (2, 3, 4, etc.) you 
pick, you have to pray for someone as 
noted on the instructions below... 
 

One is a Gun: pray for an end to 
violence. 
 

Two is a Shoe: pray for the poor, the 
homeless, those less fortunate. 
 

Three is a Tree: pray in thanksgiving for 
the wonders of Godõs Creation. 
 

Four is a Door: Church or Home, pray 
for our Church or Families. 
 

Five is a Hive: pray for Forgiveness of 
hurts caused or suffered. 
 

Six is Sicks:  Pray for the sick. 
 

Seven is Heaven: Our God is an 
Awesome God! Give praise to Him or 
thank Him for prayers answered. 
 

Eight is a Plate: Pray for something òon 
my plateó that I need help with. 
 

Nine is a Line: Take a moment to be 
òon lineó with God, and just listen. 
 

Ten is a Hen: Have I been too òchickenó 
to do the right thing? Pray for strength. 
 

Jack: Pray for peers, coworkers, etc. 
 

Queen: Pray for your family or the 
families of others. 
 

King: Pray for the leaders in your life. 
 
Looking for more interesting way to 
pray as a family? Contact John 
Gencarelli at john@stleo.net or 397-
0407, and Iõll share some of the ways 
we pray òYouth Ministry Style,ó not 
that we donõt use traditional prayers. 

Y.A.C.H.T. Club 2.0 -  (20õs and 30õs) 
 

Ministry to Young Adults at St. Leoõs is woven throughout the life 
of the parish.  The YACHT Club is a group for people in their 20õs 
and 30õs who meet for social, spiritual and service 
experiences.  We welcome all young adults whether single, 
married, or married with children. For more information on the 
YACHT Club, contact John at 397-0407 or visit www.stleo.net. 
 

January 14: Work Release Program ð Meet at 5:30 pm for dinner and drinks. 
Meet at the Phoenix Bar and Grill on 121st and Blondo. 
 

January 25: How to Avoid Marrying a Jerk (or Jerkette) - Part One - 7:00 to 
8:30 pm - Presented by Laura and Roger Buddenberg. There are five areas a 
person should know about another person before marrying. Getting to know 
people is the first bonding dynamic. There are five bonding forces that create the 
feeling of closeness in every romantic relationship. They are: Getting to know 
about the person you are dating; family background; what a personõs conscience 
is like; compatibility potential; relationship skills; previous relationship patterns. 
Join us for two informative evenings and learn how to find òMr. or Mrs. Right.ó 
 

February 4: Work Release Program ð Meet at 5:30 pm for dinner and drinks. 
Meet at Senor Matias on 90th and Center Street. 
 

February 12: Go to the Ronald McDonald House, 620 South 38th Avenue, to 
serve dinner to the residents. Emily Howe will be coordinating this event. Please e-
mail Emily at howee1212@cox.net or call her at 402-557-6701 if you can help 
bring food and serve a meal. Afterwards, weõll go out to a place to be 
determined that night. All are welcome to help! 
 

February 22: How to Avoid Marrying a Jerk (or Jerkette) - Part Two - 7:00 to 
8:30 pm ð Meet at St. Leo Church in the Fireplace Roomñsee description above. 


