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Pastor 
Fr. Harold Buse 

Associate Pastor 
Fr. Andy Phan 
 

St. Pius X/St. Leo School 
6905 Blondo Street  402-551-6667     
Principal: Joyce Gubbels 
 

St. Leo Parish 
Office Hours 
 Monday-Friday: 
 8:30am - 5:00pm  
Bulletin Deadline 
 Monday 12:00noon for the 

following Sunday 
 

Sacramental Life 
Mass Schedule 
 Saturday: 5:30pm 
 Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am, 
 11:00am, 12:45pm, 5:30pm 
 Monday-Friday: 6:40am, 8:00am 
Reconciliation 
 Saturday 4:00-5:00pm, and by 

appointment 
Weddings 
 Contact church at least 6 months 

in advance 
Baptism 
NEXT BAPTISM CLASS 
Pre-register for 1 Class, call the 
office or visit www.stleo.net and look 
for the link Sacraments. 
Sundays 9:00am-11:30am 
(beginning in January 2012) 
1) January 15, 2012  
NEXT BAPTISM MASSES 
9:00am, Sunday, December 18 
5:00pm, Saturday, January 21 
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Father Harry’s “Buseness” 
On Friday, December 2, Father Larry Fenton died in a 
car accident at 92nd and Blondo Streets. The medical 
and law enforcement officials think that he had some sort 
of medical event, e.g. heart attack, which caused him to 
lose control of the car before it crashed into a tree along 
the street. Fortunately he did not strike another vehicle 
and there were no other injuries. 
 
Father Fenton came to St. Leo Parish in 1997, at the suggestion of his 
sister, parishioner Rita McSharry and the invitation of the current pastor, 
Father Pat McCaslin. He has served the parish for the past fourteen 
years. Mostly, he assisted with weekend Masses. Until recently, he also 
assisted with weekday Masses as needed when one of the priests was 
gone on vacation or away from the parish for other reasons. 
 
Father Fenton endeared himself to the people of St. Leo through his 
always thoughtful and well prepared homilies, his gentle disposition as a 
confessor, his desire to connect with people in a social way, and his 
attentiveness to people when they were sick. Being from Greeley County 
in central Nebraska, people with roots in that part of the state felt a 
special affinity with him. 
 
In addition to his kind and gentle ministry to the parishioners, Father 
Fenton was a great mentor for us younger priests. I always felt his 
brotherly support in my ministry as pastor and I know that the various 
associate pastors who served at St. Leo over the past fourteen years felt 
a similar kind of fraternal support. 
 
Finally, Father Fenton developed a very warm and affectionate 
relationship with the parish staff. Though he did not attend meetings 
(after all he was retired), he was involved very much through his 
sacramental ministry and through joining us for social events with the staff 
and with the entire parish. Father Lawrence Fenton (1932-2011) will be 
dearly missed by all of us here at St. Leo. Though he did not live at the 
parish house, I will miss our frequent visits, his fraternal support and his 
generous response to the needs of the parish. May he rest in peace. 

Parish Financial Update 
Fiscal Year July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012 

Donations Received Dec. 4, 2011 
Sunday & Holy Day Envelopes 

$26,458.65 
Sunday Plate Collection 

$1,280.53 
Total Sunday Contributions 

$227,739.18 
 

Our per Sunday goal is $29,803.92 
Fiscal Year to Date Deficit: ($-72,471.75) 

 
 

Building Fund: $1,593.00 
New Pew Fund to Date: $123,028.37 
St. Vincent de Paul Society: $504.00 

Christmas Collection to date: $660.00 
Religious Retirement Fund to date: 

$140.00 
 
 

Thank you for your  
continued generosity! 

Deacons 
Jerry Steenson 

George Knockenhauer 

Ira Miller 

Rennie terKuile 

Jim Shipman 

 

Parish Staff 
Kelly Barth, Director of Liturgy & Music 

Betsy Bridgeford, Business Manager 

Sue Doty, Director of Religious Education 

John Gencarelli, Director of Youth & 

  Young Adult Ministries 

Sr. Ann Marie Petrylka, Pastoral Minister 

Mike Short, Custodian/Maintenance 

Dina Turco, Parish Secretary 

 

Parish Council 
Mary Bayne, President 

Jack Couch, Vice President 

Jeff Miller, Treasurer 

Lora Hansen, Secretary 

Advent Reconciliation Service Schedule 
 
Tuesday, December 20 at 7:00pm 
Wednesday, December 21 at 1:30pm 
Wednesday, December 21 at 7:00pm 
Thursday, December 23-Individual  
Reconciliation from 12noon to 1:00pm 
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Question of the 

Week 
This week’s focus: 

Waiting for Jesus 
 
 

Question for Children, 
Youth and Adults:  

 
How do I show my trust 

in God in my daily 
prayer life? 

In Loving Memory 
Please remember in your 
prayers those who have been 
born into eternal life, especially 
Fr. Larry Fenton, brother of Rita 
McSharry and Priest of St. Leo; 
Betty Mainelli, mother of Joseph 
Mainelli and grandmother of 
David Mainelli; Marvin 
Johnson, Sr., father of Troy 
Johnson; and for Dorothy White, 
grandmother of Matt Hilding 

 

+++++ 
 

May their souls and the souls of 
the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 

St. Leo Prayer Line 
Call the following with  

prayer requests: 
Jane M. (9am-5pm) 391-8826 
Kathy L. (5pm-9pm) 391-4249 
The Parish Office (9am-5pm)  

397-0407 
OR  

You can enter your petitions in the 
book located in the Commons. 

 

Generations of Faith 
A process of whole parish catechesis where 

everyone in the parish learns  
and celebrates together. 

 

Celebrate the Mass! 

Christmas Children's Choir 
Are you in first through eighth grade? Are you interested 
in singing on Christmas Eve at the 5:00pm Mass? Then 
come rehearse with us on Monday's in December from 
4:00-5:00pm. Can't make them all? That's okay! Just 
come when you can. Contact Kelly for more details. 

Congratulations to parishioner Arlene Mayberger, 2011  
Recipient of the Top Hat Award from the Omaha Council of 

St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
This award is given to an indi-
vidual or a group in recogni-
tion of outstanding service for 
the society. Arlene is involved 
through the St. Leo conference 
as well as weekly service at 
the food pantry downtown.  

 

Congratulations  
Arlene! 

 

If you know of  
someone who is homebound and 

would like communion and/or  
visitation, please contact the parish 

office, 397-0407. 

The New St. Leo Weekend Mass Schedule  
Beginning January 1, 2012. 
  
 Saturday, 5:00pm 
 Sunday,  8:00am 
            10:00am 
              12:00noon 
               5:30pm 
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Religious Formation 
 

Fr. Larry Fenton will be missed by all of St. Leo Parish.  He was 
a great minister to all of us. May he rest in peace in the loving 
arms of Jesus! 
 

The Religious Education and Formation Office 

St. Leo News 
~The 2012 St. Leo Parish 
Directory will be published 

soon. In order to make the 
directory as accurate as 
possible, we ask anyone who 
has recently moved to update 
their address and phone number 
with us by e-mailing 
churchlady107@juno.com. 

 
~2011 Donations 
If you wish to have your 
donations to St. Leo credited to 
2011, they must be dated and 
received in the parish office by  
Friday, December 30, 2011.  
Contribution statements for 
2011 will be sent out the week 
of January 9th. Thank you for 
your efforts in observing this 
deadline. 

Readings for the Week of  
December 11, 2011 

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-
  11/1 Thes 5:16-
  24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 
  11:19a; 12:1-6a, 
  10ab/Lk 1:26-38 
  or Lk 1:39-47 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/
  Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b
  -25/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Lk 7:24-
  30 
Friday:  Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Jn 
  5:33-36 
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 
  1:1-17 
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 
  14a, 16/Rom  
  16:25-27/Lk 1:26-
  38 
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St. Leo Christmas Mass  
Schedule 

~Christmas Eve~ 
Saturday, December 24 

5:00pm  
5:05pm  
7:00pm  

Midnight  
 

~Christmas Day~ 
Sunday, December 25 

7:30am  
9:00am 

11:00am  
No 12:45 or 5:30pm Mass  on Christmas Day. 

O  Day of Peace that dimly shines 
Through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 

Guide us to justice, truth and love; 
Delivered from our selfish schemes. 
May swords of hate fall from our hands, 
Our hearts from envy find release, 
Till by God’s grace our warring world 
Shall see Christ’s promised 
reign of peace. 
 
Then shall the wolf dwell 
with the lamb 
Nor shall the fierce devour 
the small; 
As beasts and cattle calmly 
graze,  
A little child shall lead them all. 
Then enemies shall learn to love,  
All creatures find their true accord; 
The hope of peace shall be fulfilled, 
For all the earth shall know the Lord. 

Carl P. Daw, Jr. 

Become a Fan of St. Leo the Great Parish on Facebook! 
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“Connections” High School Youth 
 

Make a Connection! ―Connections‖ is a weekly gathering for all 
9-12th Grade Students.  It is an opportunity to meet people, 
learn about our faith, discuss relevant issues, and have fun!  The 
atmosphere is casual and all are welcome! For more information, 
please contact John Gencarelli at john@stleo.net or 397-0407. 

 

December  11: ―Connections‖ meets tonight from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Join us for 
dinner, fun and friends! 
 

December 18: ―Connections‖ Christmas Party and Gift Exchange at 6:30 pm 
 

Have a safe and Happy Christmas Break!!! Check us out online at…. 
 

Website: http://www.stleo.net/youth_ministry.php 
FB Profile:  https://www.facebook.com/st.leoconnections 
FB Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/212719312114889/ 
You Tube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/StLeoConnections 
Google Plus: @John Gencarelli 
Twitter @stlconnections 
On Skype @stleoconnections 

Want to Get Our Texts? 

 

John Gencarelli will begin using a new 
text service to send reminders and 
updates on events to all high school 
youth, parents, and young adults, in 
conjunction with our Facebook groups 
and bulletin announcements. 
 

If you would like to receive text 
reminders, please follow the instructions  
below!  If you have problems, just send 
you r  ce l l  p hone  number  t o 
john@stleo.net and tell me which group 
you belong to and I can send you a 
text invite. 
 

High School Youth: text @Connections 
to 23559 to receive TXT reminders. 
Follow the instructions sent to you. 
 

Parents of High School Youth: text 
@StLeoParents to 23559 to receive 
TXT reminders. Follow the instructions 
sent to you. 
 

College Students (18-22): text 
@ReConnect to 23559 to receive TXT 
reminders. Follow the instructions sent 
to you. 
 

Young Adults (20’s and 30’s): text 
@StayingConnected to 23559 to 
receive TXT reminders. Follow the 
instructions sent to you. 
 

Parishioners:  text @StLeoChurch to 
23559 to receive TXT reminders. 
Follow the instructions sent to you. 
 

E-Advent is Back! 

 

Hey everyone, remember the ―40 Days 
in Lent‖ daily reflections by text 
message? We have decided to do this 
again this year for Advent and lent. I 
will be using a text message service, so 
follow the instructions below. 
 

With Advent just in full swing, I thought 
it would be nice for everyone to get a 
very short daily Advent reflection on 
your cell phone via TXT message. We 
are going to call it ―E-Advent.‖ Follow 
the instructions. 
 

On your cell phone text @E-Advent to 
23559 to receive Daily TXT reflections. 
 

If this doesn’t work for you, just e-mail 
john@stleo.net with your 7-digit cell 
phone number and  put ‖E-Advent‖ in 
the subject line. If you have any 
questions, call John Gencarelli at 402-
397-0407. Have a great Advent! 
 

“Staying Connected” (20’s and 30’s) 
 

Ministry to Young Adults at St. Leo’s is woven throughout the life 
of the parish.  ―Staying Connected‖ for people in their 20’s and 
30’s who meet for social, spiritual and service experiences.  We 
welcome all young adults whether single, married, or married 
with children. For more information about ―Staying Connected‖, 
contact John at 397-0407 or visit www.stleo.net. 
 

December Service Projects:  Christmas Assistance Program: I e-mailed the 
information for the Christmas Assistance Program with the Juan Diego Center. We 
will be sponsoring one family this year for Christmas. All gifts must be to John at 
St. Leo by Saturday, December 10th. Complete instructions came with the e-mail 
that was sent out separately. Check your e-mail for information or call John at 
402-397-0407. 
 

December 14: Join us at the Icehouse Sports Bar on 108th and Blondo Streets 
from 5:30 to 8:30 pm for ½ price pints and pizza. 
 

December 16: Work Release Program – Meet at 5:30 pm for dinner and drinks 
at Boondockers bar on 120th and Fort. Karaoke begins at 9:00 pm. 
 

January 11: Join us at the Icehouse Sports Bar on 108th and Maple Streets from 
5:30 to 8:30 pm for ½ price pints and pizza. 
 

January 17: ―Agape Latte Series‖: Freedom to Love! This DVD and discussion 
series meets on Tuesday nights once a month from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. If you missed 
the second part, you can come at 6:00 pm to catch up. 
 

January 19: Archbishop Lucas will join us at St. Leo to speak about the 
Canonization process (how do people become saints) and have a short question 
and answer session. DON’T MISS OUT. Join the Archbishop from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
in the Fireplace room/Gym area.  

“Re-Connect” (College Ages 18-22) 
 

Get Reconnected! ―Re-Connect‖ is a monthly gathering for col-
lege ages 18-22. We meet on Sunday once a month. The atmosphere is casual 
and all are welcome! For more information, join our Facebook Group at St. Leo 
College Re-Connect. 
 

December 21: We have a potluck dinner at 5:30 pm. Bring a side dish to share 
or some Christmas cookies. John will provide the meat. We'll have a white ele-
phant gift exchange so bring a gender neutral gift (no more than $10.00) to ex-
change with everyone. It's so much fun! 
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Good News from St. Pius X/St. Leo School 
 

*** The 5th/6th grade students worked very hard and did an amazing 
in their musical of "Mulan, Jr."  The story is based off of the Ancient 
Chinese folk story of a girl named Mulan who disguises herself as a man 
to fight in the place of her ailing father. Congratulations to the many 
students who participated in the choir, dances, or many speaking parts, 
and to Carol Drvol, the students’ music teacher who directed the musical 
with Karen English helping also. 
 
*** The first grade students at SPSL have been learning many exciting 
things so far this school year. 
A favorite activity of the students is Author Studies.  They get to learn 
about different authors and illustrators. Some of them are: Marc Brown, 
Kevin Henkes, Leo Lioni, Bill Martin, Jr., Jan Brett and many more.  Each 
student made a book about The Creation story in Religion. All of the 
children look forward to their turn to be a special helper at a school 
mass.  The students also love getting to ―publish‖ their own stories in 
Writers’ Workshop.  The fall was beautiful for a field trip to Vala’s 
Pumpkin Patch.  The children learned about the growth cycle of pumpkins 
and got to do some math and science with them also.  To finish the unit on 
space in Science the first grade ―astronauts‖ took a trip to ―Planet SPSL‖.  
It was quite an adventure!  The students are learning a lot about addition 
and subtraction in Math.  In Social Studies they learned about The First 
Thanksgiving.  The students celebrated with a special ―Friendship Feast‖. 

Joyce Gubbels, Principal 
 
 

Lunch Menu  
M: Chicken nuggets T: Grilled Cheese Sandwich W: Chicken fried Steak  
T: Crunchy taco F: French toast sticks 

The Liturgy Corner 
   ―Be joyful; pray without ceasing,‖ Paul 
says today’s readings. He assures the 
Thessalonians of the truth of Christ’s 
death, resurrection and second coming. 
The pink or joyful candle is lit on the 
Advent wreath to demonstrate hope in 
Christ’s coming on December 25.  
   In 50 A.D., Paul wanted to relieve the 
anxiety of the Christians about the 
troubles they faced, so he encouraged 
them to ―not stifle the Spirit‖ but instead, 
―hold onto what is good and shun every 
form of evil.‖ ―Be joyful; pray without 
ceasing!‖ As descendants of these early 
Christians, we continue to ―pray without 
ceasing‖ as individuals and as 
community. The Church teaches four 
specific types of prayer, and they are 
all included in the Mass: Reparation, 

Petition, Thanksgiving, and Adoration.  
   Reparation occurs during the 
Penitential Rite (―I confess…‖ - ―Lord 
have mercy‖). Joe Paprocki, in the book 
Living the Mass, refers to this part of 
Mass as a ―healthy dose of humility‖ to 
repair the damages of sin in our lives. 
   Petition occurs during the Prayers of 
the Faithful as a request for God’s help 
in time of need. Paprocki states that we 
must ―pray as if life depended upon it.‖ 
   Thanksgiving occurs during the 
Eucharistic Prayer and acts as an 
invitation for us to remember the Last 
Supper and to give thanks to God for 
Christ’s sacrifice in death. 
   Adoration occurs at Communion when 
the Body of Christ, or the Eucharist, is 
received, because ―God alone can 
sustain us‖ (Paprocki).    
   In the first reading Isaiah gives more 
reasons to pray: salvation and justice: 
―My soul rejoices in my God; for he has 
clothed me in garments of salvation, for 
he has wrapped me in a cloak of saving 
justice‖ (Isaiah 61:10-11). Likewise, in 
Luke, Mary goes to visit and help her 
cousin Elizabeth. She praises and thanks 
God by exclaiming, ―My soul proclaims 
the greatness of the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior…for the 

almighty has done great things for 
me.‖ (Luke 1:46-54).  
   Prayer involves mental and emotional 
activity because it involves thought and 
love of God. It may be recited orally, as 
a meditation, in private, or with a 
community. Whatever prayer is used, 
today’s Scripture readings provide many 
examples of the joy, peace and hope 
achieved through prayer. We must 
simply follow advice given by St. Paul. 

Kelly ~  397-0407  ~  kelly@stleo.net 

Excerpts from ―Living the Mass‖ used with permission. Authored by Fr. 
Dominic Grassi AND Joe Paprocki. For a copy of the book, contact Kelly.  

SMART Points. 
SMART Reward. 

YOU CAN HELP SPSL WIN 
AGAIN THIS YEAR! 

The Hy-Vee SMART POINTS Program is back: the school with the most 
points wins a SMART Board interactive whiteboard for our school. WE 
WON LAST YEAR, let’s win again this year! For every $20 of Procter & 
Gamble products purchased at Hy-Vee in a single transaction, earns the 
shopper 100 SMART Points to donate to St. Pius X / St. Leo School. This 
year you can earn even more points for our school if you buy two or more 
Sara Lee Fresh Bakery products in the same transaction as your qualifying 
$20 Procter & Gamble purchase, you will receive an additional 100 
points. Printed on the receipt will be a promotional code to be entered on 
www.hy-vee.com. Once the code is entered, select St. Pius X / St. Leo 
School to make your donation. Shoppers can earn SMART Points through 
12/30/11. 



Liturgical Ministry Schedule 
 

Saturday, 5:30pm 12/17/2011 Fr. Andy 
EMHC: J. Hefner, H. Weist, E. Weist, D. Shavlik, M. 
Shanley, P. Shanley, D. Guier, P. Lunbeck, N. Rieschl, L. 
Schroeder, M. Welsh, L. Conant, K. Conant, J. Huettner 
Lectors: J. Raleigh, D. Turco 
Servers: C. Izu, E. Shavlik, C. Behrens, A. Rieschl 
Sacristan: K. Condon   CARE: Rieschl 
Sunday, 7:30am 12/18/2011 Fr. Harry 
EMHC: C. Hausman, E. Murphy, H. Kuehn, J. Alfers, S. 
Chamberlain, C. Byam, K. Waters 
Lectors: B. Johnson 
Servers: E. Goaley, J. Temme 
Sacristan: L. Erikson     CARE: Vogel  
Sunday, 9:00am 12/18/2011 Fr. Andy 
EMHC: S. Kremla, B. Lindsay, D. Kingery, C. Groebli, M. 
Falcon, M. Mayberger, A. Mayberger, L. Kremla, M. 
Schlueter, J. Rodriguez-Sierra, C. Heck, M. Dickerson, M. 
Peters, R. Nelson 
Lectors: M. Falcon, M.J. Sutton 
Servers: C. Tucker, H. Campin, J. Tucker, J. Tucker 
Sacristan: D. Daro     CARE: Burns  
Sunday, 11:00am 12/18/2011 Fr. Harry 
EMHC: L. Iwen, K. Joyce, L. Rix, J. Findley, M. Yosten, C. 
Taylor, H. Nguyen, A. Detter, P. Walsh, B. Walsh, K. 
Mettling, P. Reynolds, G. Langenfeld, N. Haske 
Lectors: K. Landenberger, R. Landenberger 
Servers: A. Walsh, D. Clark, J. Avilla, A. Reynolds 
Sacristan: A. Detter     CARE:  Goeman 
Sunday, 12:45pm 12/18/2011 Presider TBA 
EMHC: M. McDermott, J. Morris, D. Drvol, M. Hotovy, D. 
Ulveling, M. Ulveling, Sub Needed 
Lector: P. Schmitz 
Servers: J. Novotny, A. Meier 
Sacristan: D. & M. Ulveling   CARE: TBA 

Sunday, 5:30pm 12/18/2011 Fr. Andy 
EMHC: N. Nielsen, S. Nielsen, M. Pennington, J. Galles, 
J. O’Brien, M. Hobson, C. Chullino 
Lector: I. Padilla 
Servers: E. Russell, E. Marshall 
Sacristan: M.R. Schmidt     CARE: Jenkins 
 
 

Heavenly Helpers 
Saturday 8:00am 
1. F. Herrera  5. M. Keller 
2. J. Herrera  6. M. Kizer   
3. J. Jareske  7. J. Manganaro 
4. D. Keller 
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This Week at St. Leo 
 

Monday, December 12   
 6:00pm Bell Choir, Church 
 7:00pm Choir, Church 
Tuesday, December 13  
 2:00pm Bible Study, W4 
 6:30pm Parish Council, FP room 
Wednesday, December 14  
 4:30pm & 6:00pm  Rel Ed Classes 
Thursday, December 15 
 7:00pm RCIA, fireplace room 
Sunday, December 18 
 9:00am Baptism Mass 
 2:00pm Liturgical Committee 
 6:30pm Connections 
 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, December 12 
 6:40am  + Donna Reising 
 8:00am  + Mary Helen Magdanz 
Tuesday, December 13 
 6:40am   St. Leo Parish Family 
 8:00am  + Shana Morris   
Wednesday, December 14 
 6:40am  Special Intention (Mary & Terry Zach) 
 8:00am  + Tom Naughtin   
Thursday, December 15 
 6:40am  + All Souls 
 8:00am  + Tom Kass  
Friday, December 16 
 6:40am  + Jim Zach 
 8:00am  + Kathleen Krajewski  
Saturday, December 17 
 5:30pm  + Bob Kautz 
Sunday, December 18 
 7:30am + Mary & Gene Reece 
 9:00am + Bud Tomjack  
 11:00am + Jim Kelly 
   12:45pm + Francis Heese 
     5:30pm  St. Leo Parish Family  
 
 
 

Visitation Ministry 
 

Dec. 12  Methodist  Landenberger/Riviera/Reynolds 

Dec. 16  Immanuel  Kingery 

Dec. 18  Brighton Gardens  Maybergers 

Dec. 18  Waterford  D. Keller 

Date  Camelot  Millers 

Date  Bickford Cottage  C. Ramold 

 

St. Leo the Great Mission Statement 
St. Leo the Great Parish is a faith-filled community 

dedicated to… 
Offering inspiring and prayerful worship, 

Developing and maintaining quality, life-long  
religious education for everyone, 

Providing loving service to those in need,  
Celebrating the great events in our parish family. 
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3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
 Coming home can be a bittersweet 
experience. For many, there is the joy 
of seeing family and friends, the 
comfort of familiar foods, and a return 
to places that hold treasured 
memories. For some, a return home 
increases anxiety and brings about 
conflict. During the holiday season we 
often hear stories about how families 
cope with coming together for 
celebrations. Family conflict during the 
holidays has been an endless source 
of material for films. Movies such as 
All I Want for Christmas, Four 
Christmases, and A Christmas Tale all 
play off of the theme of family 
gatherings and coming home. 
 Today's selection from the prophet 
Isaiah was written at the time when the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem were 
returning home from the fifty-year 
Exile in Babylon. Their city was in ruins, 
their vineyards and fields desolate, 
their Temple destroyed. Having 
endured the ravages of war, the 
people are now free to rebuild their 
lives. It is in this context of desolation 
that Isaiah proclaims words of hope. 
 Throughout the years there have 
been many stories in the news about 
the trauma that soldiers experience as 
they come back from active duty. 
Some find the lower-keyed life away 
from the war zone difficult to cope 
with. Stateside life cannot compare to 
the adrenaline-pumped experience of 
combat. And some try to assuage their 
anxiety with high risk behavior in an 
attempt to once again feel the high. 
For these men and women coming 
home is difficult. 
 Isaiah's prophecy is more than 
fanciful words uttered ages ago. It is 
the promise of the Savior's work 
among us, and a challenge to those of 
us who believe in Christ and strive to 
continue to do his work. Healing the 
brokenhearted is one of the tasks for 
those who have been gifted by the 
Holy Spirit. Our works of charity in this 
holiday season extend beyond food 
and gifts for the needy. It is also 
bringing light to those in darkness. 
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St. Leo Knights of Columbus 

Stleo.net/KoC/index.htm 
 

Keep Christ in Christmas cards are still available. Con-
tact Dave Shavlik (402-334-4820) or stop at the office 
after Mass or during the week to make your selection. 
 
Upcoming Activities 
December 20  Officer Meeting 
January 10  General Membership Meeting 
 
For information on the benefits of membership in the Knights of Columbus, 
contact Jim Shaal (402-965-9643) or Fred Otterberg (402-968-5841). 

Singles 40’s, 50’s, 60+ Group at St. Leo 
The Singles Group at St. Leo’s is a social group of single men and women 
in their 40s, 50s & 60+, unmarried for any reason.  We welcome every-
one over 40 who is single regardless of their church affiliation.  For more 
details, please see our monthly calendar on St. Leo’s website by going to 
http://www.stleo.net/singles_group.php.  If you don’t have Internet access, 
call the parish office at 397-0407. With Internet access, you can email: 
ppeacockoma@yahoo.com for information. 
 
 

December 2011 
Dec 14 (Wed): Second Wednesday Happy Hour @ 

Bonefish Grill Lounge after 5 pm.  Call Patti w/questions: 
402-393-0571 or email: ppeacockoma@yahoo.com 
Dec 16 (Fri):  TGIF @ Charleston’s, 13851 FNB Parkway 
(68154), @ 6 p.m.  Call Ann w/questions @ 402-505-
6854.  Reservations not necessary; ask for the St. Leo’s ta-
ble. 
  

Dec 17 (Sat): Mass with the Group @ St. Leo’s, 102nd @ Blondo 

@ 5:30 p.m.  Dinner  follows @ 6:30 p.m. @ Granite City 
(Westroads).  Plan to sit left of center aisle in the middle.  Call Micki to 
RSVP for either/both @ 402-679-5850 or email: micmom@cox.net.     
   

Dec 31 (Sat): Meet & Mingle/New Years Eve, tonight, @ 5 p.m. 

@ P.F. Chang’s (Westroads)--can only accommodate 25 people so the first 
25 who contact me with a reservation will be included.  Please call Patti 
w/reservation no later than Dec 27 (Tues) @ 402-393-0571—only phone 
calls--no emails at this time. Also, if you cannot make it, please call me to 
cancel your reservation in fairness to others who may be waitlisted.  Ask 
for the St Leo’s table when you arrive. 

St. Leo Parking Lot Patrol. Our parking lot patrol has 

started. Thank you to all who are part of this important ministry. 
If you are interested in patrolling our parking lot during various 
events, including Mass, please call the office, 402-397-0407. 
You will be able to choose your times and how often you patrol. 
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Community News & Events 
~Christmas Cookie Walk--This Sunday, Dec. 
11 at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church from 
8:30am-12:30pm. Bring the entire family and 
make it a day to remember. Children can visit with 
Mrs. Claus and her helpers while you select your 
goodies. All proceeds will help support the Family 
Guilds who fund the parish funeral lunches, 
financial aid Scholarships for Catholic Education, 
and other parish activities. 
 

~4 Week Friends & Family Program 
A four week program offering education and 
conversation about substance abuse for the family 
and friends of those suffering from addiction. 
This group: 
Å Is free and open to anyone in the community (15 
and older) who has a loved one with an addiction. 
Å Will help you learn to provide support to your 
loved one without enabling their addiction. 
Å Will meet Tuesdays from 6:30 to 8:30 PM 
starting Jan.10th and running through Jan. 31st 
At St. Leo Catholic Church, 1920 North 102nd 
Street. For more information contact Liz at (402) 
829-3525. 
The Family & Friends Program is a service of 
Catholic Charities and is made possible through the 
support of the Region 6 Behavioral Health 
Administration.  www.ccomaha.org. 
 

~“Been There…Done That” A Life Review 
Retreat. Join Sr. Ann Marie Petrylka, OSM and 
Mary Eileen Andreasen at the St. Benedict Center 
in Schuyler, Nebraska January 6-7, 2012 to 
examine the spiritual questions of mid-life.  
January is an excellent time to look back and look 
forward in faith.  There will be presentations, 
discussions, plenty of quiet time, great food and 
Mass with the monks.  Make a New Year’s 
resolution to follow the path of Christ more closely 
during the coming years.  For more information, 
contact meandreasen@newcassel.org or 
402.390.5339. This retreat is sponsored by New 
Cassel Retirement Center. 

Use CARE certificates for all of 
your Christmas Needs. CARE gift certifi-

cates make great gifts or can be used for all of your 
Christmas shopping. We buy the certificates at a dis-
count, then sell them at face value. This is a wonder-
ful fundraiser for our school and parish. Stop by the 
parish office during the week...all certificates listed 
to the right can be purchased at the office. Thanks 
for your support. 

Christmas Poinsettias 

This Christmas Season we will provide the 
opportunity for you to have poinsettias placed in the 
church in honor of relatives & friends who have died 
or in thanksgiving for blessings received during the 
year. We are suggesting a $10 donation for each 
plant. Please fill out and return this form to the 

parish office by December 12th. Names will then 
be printed in the December 25th bulletin. (We regret 
that any names turned in after Dec. 12th cannot be 
printed in the bulletin.) Make checks payable to St. 
Leo Church and mail to 1920 N. 102nd St., Omaha 
NE 68114-1116. 
 

Name of Loved One________________________  
 
________________________________________ 
 

Your 
Name_____________________________________ 
 

 
Phone____________________________________ 

CARE Certificates  
Available after Masses and at  

the Parish office during the week. 

$50  Bag N Save, BP Gas, 
Whole Foods, Wohlners 

$10 
Arbys 
Barnes & Noble 
Bath & Body Works 
Bene Pizza 
Blockbuster 
Burger King 
Chipotle 
Crane Coffee 
Culver’s 
Eileen’s Cookies 
Panera Bread 
Pizza Hut 
Runza 
Scooters 
Smashburger 
Starbucks 
Subway 
Taco Bell 
Wendys 

$20 Dennis Uniform, Sephora 

$25 

AMC Theaters, Aeropostle,  
Amazon, Applebees, Bag N 
Save, Bakers, Banana Republic, 
Barnes & Noble, Bass Pro Shop, 
Bath & Body Works, Best Buy, 
Bonefish Grill, Buffalo Wild 
Wings, Carrabas, Charlestons, 
Cheesecake Factory, Chilis,  CVS 
Pharmacy, Dick’s Sporting 
Goods, Dillards, Fazoli’s, Flem-
ings, Gap, Granite City, Kohls, 
Home Depot, Lowes, Marcus 
Theaters, Menards, No Frills, Of-
fice Max, Old Chicago, Old 
Navy, Olive Garden, Outback, 
Penneys, Red Lobster, Romeos, 
Shell Gas, Sinclair Gas,  
Starbucks, Target, Texas Road-
house, Valentinos, Whole Foods, 
Walgreens, Walmart, Younkers 

$5 KFC,  
Marcus Theaters 

$15 Itunes 


